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complacence, lie opposed not merely the
philosopher's disdain but distrust of its gods,
At Walt Whitman he stared, admiring but
speculative, and he agonized over the tragedy
of John Brown, Emerson's doctrine of the
individual counselled restraint of popular
government, Thoreau favored, as in Of Civil
Dhobdimce, no government at all; his think-
ing inclined toward anarchy, And transcen-
dentalism, too, he held under fire; its violences
perturbed him, He, at least, would remain
objective, curious, appetent. Nor does his
attitude now appear radical, as in the days of
our early mercantile culture, Proleptic, he
expressed a mood of our civilization which
to-day is vocal indeed,